TARTLING as it may seem, there is
S great confusion today among re-
ligious leaders concerning the true
nature and office of Jesus Christ — the
Saviour of the wotld. Yex need not be
in doubt! The Bible was divinely in-
spired to impart TRUTH to those who
seek it with howest hearts and minds.
But even this all-important subject has
become jumbled in todzy’s troubled and
chaotic world.

What is the real answer? Is Jesus
God? Is He the same as Jehovah? Is
there more than one God? Here you
will find God’s answer — from His
own Word — as revealed in your Bible.

Is Jesus God?

Jesus Christ came to pay the penalty
for sin in our stead. He gave of Him-
self, that we might be reconciled to
God. How was this made possible?

First, if Jesus had been only human,
His death could have paid the penalty
‘or but ore other human who had in-
curred that penalty by transgression of
God’s spiritual Law (Romans 6:23).
Since God the Father created all things
by Jesus Christ (Eph. 3:9), and since
afl things, including man, were made by
Jesus Christ, He is our Maker and there-
fore God, and His life which He gave

ras of greater valwe than the sum total

of all human beings. For we read, “In
the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning
with God; 4l things were made by binm,
and without him was not anything made
that was made” (John 1:1-3). “And
the Word became fesh and dwelt
among us, full of grace and truth; we
have beheld his glory, glory as of the
cnly Sen from the Father” (verse 14 —
RSV}, Also, “He was in the world, and
the world was made through him, yet
the world knew him not” (verse 10 —
RSV). Compare these scriptures with
I Cor. 8:6 and Col. 1:12-19,

Life alone can beges life. This is the

370

by Herbert W. Armstrong

absolute -Jaw of biogenesis. Since
Eternal life is the ciFr of God (john
3:16), only a GOD possessing immortal-
ity could give it. If Jesus were only
human, we could not receive eternal life
through Him and He could not be our
Saviour. Man does not have eternal life
inherent in himself. But, as God “the
Father hath life in himself, so hath He
given to the Son to have life in Him-
self.” And, “God hath given to us eter-
nal life, and this life is i» His Son. He
that hath the Son hath life: and be thar
bath not the Son hath not life” (John
5:26 and 1 John 5:11-12).

He Was Also Human

On the other hand, Fesus was also
human. Since it is Auman life which has
transgressed God’s Law, the Law claims
buman life as its penalty. Contrary to
popular present-day teaching, the Word
of God states that the wages — the pen-
alty — of sin, is DEATH — not eternal
life in a so-called “hell fire” (Romans
6:23). When we sin, we brezk God’s
perfect spiritual law, “for sin is the
transgression of the taw” (I John 3:4).
The penally for this sin is death. The
penalty must be paid. God the Father
will not compromise. It must be paid &y
marn. Therefore, Jesus, who is and was
God, who has always existed (John 1:1,
2), was actually made flesh (verse 14).
He, who was God, actuzlly became
human flesh because 1 John 4:2, 3 —
RSV — states, “By this you know the
Spirit of God: every spirit which con-
fesses that Jesus Christ bas come in the
flesk is of God, and every spirit which
does not confess Jesus is not of God.”
He was conceived in and born of the
human virgin, Mary. “Now, the birth
of Jesus Christ took place in this way.
When his mother, Mary, had heen be-
trothed to Joseph, before they came to-
gether she was found to be with child
of the Holy Spirit” (Matt, 1:18). He
was made not enly flesh, but Auman
flesh and "blood. Notice Heb. 2:14:
“Since then the children are sharers in

blood and flesh, himself also i like
manner partook of the same” (Ivan
Panin translation).

Jesus called Himself the Sen of man
repeatedly, and also the Son of God.
Matthew wrote, “Now when Jesus came
into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do men say
that the Son of man is? And they said,
‘Some say John the Baptist, others say
Elijah, and cthers Jeremiah or one of
the prophets” He said to them, ‘But
who do you say that [ am?® Simen Peter
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God) And Jesus answered
him ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona!
For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but my Father who is in
heaven’ ” (Matt. 16:13-17),

Jesus, in nature, is equal with God —
“Jesus Christ: who, existing in God’s
form, counted not the being on an
equality with God ought to be grasped
at, but emptied himself ... being made
in likeness of men” (Phil. 2:6 Panin

‘translation),

He is called God in Titus 2:10, 13.
Therefore He 75 God. The Bible con-
tains so much on these points that the
above Is a mere [ragment of the evi-
dence.

Yes, Jesus is also “Jehovah,” al-
though this word is a mistransiation
used in the American Standard Version.
The original name, in thé Hebrew, con-
tained the consonants “yHVH.” In writ-

_ing in Hebrew, vowels were omitted,

supplied only 'in speaking. Thus the
precise pronunciation of the name is
not definitely known, but today it is
commonly assumed to be Yabveh, or
Yahrweh, The meaning, in English, is
“THE ETERNAL,” or “THE EVERLIVING,”
or the “SELF-EXSTENT” It is commonly
supposed that Yabweh, or, as commonly
called, “Jehovah”, or, as in the Author-
ized Version, “The Lorp,” of the Qld
Testament was God the FATHER of
Jesus Christ, This is a flagrant errov!

Yabveh was the God of Israel, the



only One of the Godhead known to Is-
ragl. When He came in human flesh
they did not recognize Him. “He was in
the world, and the world was made by
Him and the world kaew Him not”
(John 1:10-11 Authorized Version).
Neither did they know God the Father
(Matt. 11:27 and Luke 10:22, Paain).
“No one knoweth . . . who the Father is,
save the Son, and he to whomosover the
Son willeth to REVEAL him.”

In Genesis 1, the Hebrew name trans-
lated “God” is Elohim. This is a uani-
plural name, such as “church,” or “fam-
ily>> A church or a family consists of
more than one petson, yet is ome church,
ot one family. In this same sense Elo-
him -~ the God kingdom — includes
both God the Father and Yabweb, who
was the Logos or the WoRrD of God, and
also thefr Spirit emanating from them,
the Holy Spirit, the LIFE, CHARACTER,
and POWER of God. Jesus, in praying
for the welfare of the Church, prayed
that its many members might “he ONE,
as we are One” (John 17:11, 21). The
Church is ONE body, yet composed of
many members (I Cor. 12:12%. A hus-
band and wifle are ONE FLESH, yet two
persons. :

The ward “God™ has two meanings —
the God kingdom or the family of God,
AND the persons composing that king-
dom or family. Christ and the Father
are ONE (God, not fwe Gods — one Elo-
kim., That is why Elohim said, “Let us
make man in OUR image” (Gen. 1:26).

Yahveb was the “Worp” or Spokes-
man of the Godhead — its second
member, As soon as God began to
SPEAK tc man, it was always Yabuvebh
who spcke {translated “LORD” in the
Authorized, and “Jehovah” in the Re-
vised version, See Gen. 2:16, 18 and
Exodus 20:2). Always it is Yaheeh in
the original Hebrew -— the “Worn”
who was made flesh. The proof of this
is a long study involving hundreds of
passages.

As a fragment of the evidence, com-
pare Isaiah 8:13-14 with 1 Peter 2:7-8,
Isaiah said, “The Lorp of hosts” —
yHVH shail be “a stone of stumbling
and a rock of offence.” Peter said, in
guoting this text in reference to Chrigt,
He is “a stone of stumbling, and a rock
of offence” Jesus is the Loap — the
Eternal of the Old Testament.
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Now compare Isaizh 40:3 with Matt.
3:3 and Mark 1:3. John prepared the
way before Yabuvet (Isaizh 40:3) who
was CHRIST {Mark 1:14-15).

In Rev. 1:17 we read, “When 1 saw
him, T fell at his feet as though dead.
But he laid his right hand upon me, say-
ing, ‘Fear not, I am the first and the
last.”” And in verse 8, “‘l am the
Alphz and the Omega,’ says the Lord
God, whe is and who was and who
is to come, the Almighty”” Again Rev.
22:13, “I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last, the beginning and
the end” Study also Rev. 22:16 for
proof it was Jeszs speaking. Jesus Christ
calls Himself the Alpha and the Omega,
the Beginning and the End, the First
and the Last. Now compare these texts
with Isalah 44:6: “Thus says the LoRp,
the King of Tsrael and his Redeemer,
the LorD of hosts: ‘T am the first and 1
am the last; besides Me there is no
God.” 7

Now turn tc Isaiah 48:11-12, “For
my own sake, I do it, for how should
my name be profaned? My glory I will
net give to another. ‘Hearken to me O
Jacob, and Israel, whom I called! I am
He, I am the first, and 1 am the last ”
(Isaiah 48:11-12). Verses 17-18 show
it was Yabveh speaking, And also in
Isaizh 41:4, “Who has performed and
done this, calling the generations from
the beginning? I, the Lorp, the furst,
and with the last; I am He” All of
these scriptures show the Yabueh is the
First and Last. Christ is the Yahveb of
the Old Testament.

Christ Is the ROCK — the
God: of the OId Testament

In I Cor. 10:4, the “Rock” of the
Old Testament is called Christ. “For
they drank from the supernatural Rock
which followed them, and the Rock was
Christ” (verse 4. IT Sam. 22:2-3; “He
said, “The Lorn — Yabveh — is my
rack, and my fortress, and my deliverer,
my God, my rock, in whom T take ref-
uge, my shield and the horn of my sal-
vation, my strongheld and my refuge,
niy saviour; thou savest me from vio-
lence.” ” See also verse 32,

In Psalm 18:1-2, thir same “Rock” is
Yahveh, When Moses was talking to
Yakbveh, and asked Him His name {Ex.
3:4-5, 13), He answered that His name
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was “I am” (verses 6, 14) and Yahveh
— the Fternal One (verse 15). See also
Ex. 6:2-3. In John 18:5-8, as soon as
Jesus identified Himself to the mecb led
by Judas as “I aM” (the “he” in italics
is added without inspiration, and was
not in the original), they went back-
ward and fell to the ground. Again in
John 8:56-58, Jesus called Himself: “I
AM.” For we read, “Jesus said to them
“Iruly, truly, I say to you, before Abra-
ham was, I am’” (verse 58).

The pegson of the Godhead who is our
RepeEMER is Jesus Christ. John 4:42
contains this: “They said to the woman,
‘It is no longer because of your words
that we believe, for we have heard for
ourselves, and we know that thir s in-
deed the saviour of the world”” “But
our commonwealth is in heaven, and
from it we await a Sawiosr, the Lord
Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:20). Read also
Titus 2:10-14, Luke 1:68-69.

That Jesus, the Savior, is Yabeeh, see
Isaiah 49:7 and Isaiah 60:16, where He
~— Yabveb — is also “the mighty One
of Jacob” — to be oF Jacob means a
son, or descendant of Jacob — the

‘Mighty One of all Jacob’s children. Also

in Isaiah 48:17, Yahwveb is called the
Redeemer, and the Holy One of Israel
— the One of Israel who is Holy! The
same is expressed in Isaziah  43:14,
“Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel...” Also note
the next verse {15), Yabveh is Israel’s
Holy One, Creator of Israel, Israel's
King. Now notice in Acts 3:14-15 that
the Christ the Jews denied was the same
“HOLY ONE” -— Yabweh! “But ye de-
nied the Holy and Righteous One. ..
the Prince of life.” Sec also Acts 2:27
and Mark 1:24.

Christ Was David’s
SHEPHERD

Who was David’s shepherd? (Psalm
23:1.)

In John 10:11, Jesus said He was the
Shepherd. Open your Bibles zalso to
Heb. 13:20: “Now may the God of
peace who brought again from the dead
our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of
the sheep ...” Compare this text with
I Peter 2:24-25, which says, “For you
were straying like sheep, but have now
returned to the Shepherd and Guardian
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of your souls.” We also read, “Tend the
flock of God that is your charge, not by
constraint but willingly, not for shame-
ful gain but cagetly, not as domineering
over those in your charge but being ex-
amples to the flock. And when the chief
Skepherd is manifested you will obtain
the unfading crown of glory” (I Peter
5:2-4).

It is Jesus CurisT who is coming
again in person as KiNg of kings to rule,
and to RESTORE. In Rev. 19:13 John
writes, “He is clad in a robe dipped in
blood, and the name by which he is
called is The Word of God.” “From his

mouth issues a sharp sword with which
to smite the nations, and he will rule
them with a rod of iron; he will tread
the wine press of the fury of the wrath
of God the Almighty” (verse 15). And
again in Rev, 17:14 John writes, “They
will make war on the Lamb, and the
Lamb — Christ — will conquer them,
for he is Lord of lords and King of
kings, and those with him are called and
chosen and faithful.” The Great Shep-
herd who is coming to RULE as King
over all kings is Yabreh. “And ye My
sheep, the sheep of My pasture, ate
men, and 1 am your God, saith the Eter-
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nal” — Yabveh or Christ! Read it
for yourself in Ezek. 34:11, 30-31.

Now notice Isaizh 2:1-4 and Micah
4:1-4. “I{ shall come to pass that
the mountain {Kingdom] of Yabeeh's
House shall be established in the top of
the kingdoms” — ruling the world.
“And He, Yahveh [Christ], shall judge
among the nations, and rebuke strong
nations,” and then they shall bhave
PEACE,

In almost every Old Testament pass
sage, the LorDp Yahweb — the Eternal
— is Jesus Christ, He is the God of
Israel.



